
THE BATTLE OF
DRANESVILLE, VA.

The "First Federal Victory
South of the Potomac" in thc
War Between tlie States.

FOUGHT BEFORE XMAS, 1861

Between Five Regimchts of Fed¬
eral? and Four Regimcnts of

Confederate Infantry.

\

BY WM. S. HAMMONI).
Dranesvllle, a small Virglnia hamlet,

ls sltuated ln Fairfax county, about
twenty milcs from Wnshington, and
about fourteen from Leesburg. On
it commandlng hill at tho eastcrn edge
of the vlllnge tlie Leesburg and Wash¬
lngton and tho Leesburg and Alexan¬
dria Turnpikes form a junction. Tho
conflucnt roads form a slngle high-
way from this point to Leesburg. From
the polnt of Junction thls road dips
Into a small valley and crosi.es a

smaller hill. on whlch stauds the vll¬
lage church ln ¦_ grove of masslvo
oaks. Tho vlew westwurd from tho
church towards Leesburg coniniands u

rolllng, open country of farm and
woodland. Tho tumplko. erosslng thln
tract, may be. plalnly seen untll lost
ln a piece of woodland ln tlie dlstance.

Thls roadway, before the railroad
paralleled lt somo four mlles away,
Was a main line of travel and com¬
merce. Long caravans of "srliooner"
wagons wlth whlte canvas tops, droves
of hon.es. sheep and cattle, sta-.es well
loaded with psssengers, gavo llfe to
the old highway and brought thrift lo
tevry wayslde vlllage nnd hamlet. This
was tlie go'.den nge of tlie "w.tgon
stand" and "tavcrn." Wlth the march
of progress nnd tho comlng of the
railroad, wagons, stage coaches and
tiiverns were relegated to the llmbo of
Ihtitgs that were. Tho Jangling music
of the wagon bells, the tootings of the
ftage-drlver's horn, the noisy commo-

tlon of tlie wayslde inn are only tchoe.
tliat folnlly survlve ln the metnorlcs oi

very old nien. Progress has her vletim.
no less than grini-visaged war.

Dranesvllle ln other days was 'i

zeclpient of the bounty that flowed
from thc old-tlme commerce. With
the passlng of the turnpike traffic an

unbrokeu qulet settlcd upon the vll¬
lage untll the stillness was rudely
broken on a ineniorablo wlnter after¬
noon of 1881. The roar of cannon and
the rattle ot musketry announced to
the vlllage and tbe surroundlng coun¬

try that the tide of war, whloh had
rolleil at a distnnce, was now nigh at
hand.

Compnratlvc ISstluiiitcs.
Compared with the. mighty -ngago-

ments of the after conflit-t, this so-
called "battle" of Dranesville ls but
an Inslgnificant ineident ln tho War
Between the States. Measured by tho
tdaushter of such cunfllct* as Antietam,
Gettysburg or Spotsylvanla, it assumes
little rnore than the dlmenslons of a

hotly-contested skirmlsh. Yet ln that
fir*t year of the war it waa called
a "battle," and to lt, at the tlme. thero
wa> atta.ked an Importance that
at Uu* -_-:.', elarcely Jusilfied.
The pres«.'iot. tl;- North proudly

pointed to *}-t ** "tK. flrst Fed>ral vic-
t*>rj- touth oi the Potomac." _*.rretary
oi War Slrton Carheron wrolt Gen-
eral licCall few days after the bat-
t.»: "1*. 't"n« battle of Dranesville) ls
«v__e ot the orlgilt spots that glve as-

s-_rar.ee of the success of comlng
event*, ar. IU effects must be to ln-
.::.": confldence in the belief that
r.e.-iiiifter. aa htretofore. the causo of
our cour.try will triurnph. . . Other
pc.rtionB of the army wlll be stimu-
lated by their brave deeds, and men
will be proud to say that at Drancs-
-ville they nerved under McCal' und
Ord."

Small was the victory.If victory it
was at all.yet tlie -eniblancc; of suc¬
cess wer.t far towards relleving the
gloom of tho dlsastrous rout at Ma*
riUSFas and the bloody repulse at Ball'.'
Bluff, whlch had occurrcd earller Ir
the year. The colllsion of flve regi-
ments of Federal wlth four of Confed-
ciate infantry Deeember 20, 1861, con-
stltutca thls battle.
Tho flrst Chrlstmas of tbe war wa:

approiicblng, and the joyous memorlet
of thls happk-st festivol of Cliristen
dom but emphasized tiio sorrow ii
countelss homes, North and South
where anxious hearts awalted its com
Ing oppressed by the lengthenlni
shadow of the grt-at natlonal traged;
v.-hleh had already begun. Already tw
dcadly engagements had clalmed tliei
vit-tlnis, und many a ht-arth was deso
late.
The Federal atmy. dlsorganlzed an

routed at Manaesas on tho _lst of th
rrecealng July, had rc-treated to th
defensts of Washington. A IJni
stretching from the Chuln Brldgo t
Alexandria along the .south bank of tli
Potomac. forincd a llvlng bulwurk be
tween tl-.e capital and tlie vlctorlou
Confederates uncamped at Ceim'evlll
some thirty miles away. McClellai
called from West Virginia "to snv<_ tl'
cnpltal," had spent the BUmm.r an
autumn in the task of Iruiisfuniiliig
unlformed mob of cltiznns into a wel
ohflpllned army of Koldlc-rs. Thu gm
of Mapassas liad glven a quletuia to tl
clumorouu cry of "On to ltichmond
erd the Nortli was awaklng to tlie fn
that the road to tho Confodtrato cap
tal, If traveled at all, must be travoh
by a well-trained army, and was it
to be attempted hy a ht-terogeneoi
mob. '

Tlie Federal rlght, enramped
Langley a tow mlles ln advance of t
Chain Bridge fthree milos above Wus
Ington). conslsted of tlio Flrst Pen
eylvanlu Ueserves, commanded by Brl
adier-Keneral George A. MeCall,
West Pointer, who had seen uctlt-e s.
vlce ln tho Mexlc-an War. Tho H
servea were formed in three brlgado*
the Flrst, coininanded by Brigiuili
General J. F. lteynolds; tlie Second,
Brlgadler-General Georgo U. Meat
the Third, by Brigacller-Heneral 13.
0. Ord.
Tho Confederates were at Centi

Yllle, a small vlllage ln Falrfax,

few mll.s In ndvanco of the llno of
Bull Run.

Tlic Army Splrlt.
The splrlt pervudlhg tlie two nrnilos

nt thls tlme nlTorded a strlking con-
trii.t. Tlic Fr-deral Army, beaten dla-
astrounly ln .luly at Bull Run, nnd even
more completely dlscomlited In Octobor
nt Bnll'8 BlulT, bad nn preccdcnts of
vlctory to insplro It ns a military or¬
ganlzatlon; However great tho brav-
ery of the Indivldual soldler may have
been, the lack of conlldence In tbo
army as n lighting niaclilno hnd ns-
sumcd an nll-pervaslve form of pnn-
Icky tlmldlty. Tho battle of I.ranea-
vllle »lld tlinely service lu removlng
to a degreo thls fcellng of dlstrust.
Insplrcd by two signal victorlcs tlie

Confederates wero iu line fettle. The
men iu gray had gono to the front
posscssed wltli the Idea tlint the South
could "whlp tlie world." Bull Run and
Ball'.. Bluff were but iintlcipated con-
llnnatlons of thls bold confidence. Tlie
successful Issue of theso initlul com-
bats beek .ned to greater glorles and
tlie linnl triumph of tlie newly-estub-
llfihetl Confederacy; Thls fecling nnl-
matcd tho entlre Confederate camp,
and the army of Johnston stood bold-
ly and conlldently awaitlng tlie flrst
hostlle move of McClellan from hls
entrenchments nlong thb Potomac.
Thus wero matters posed when the

battle of Dranosvllle was fought. Tho
tedlum of wlnter quarters was re-
llcved in both camps by the sending
out of partl.s to forage and gather
Informatlon of the dolngs of the eneniy.
The arena of these sporadlc operations
was thut portidn of Falrfax lylng be¬
tween Washlngton and Centrevlllo.
Tliis strip of. territory for months was
ilobatable ground.a region -where ter-
rlfying rumors and dlro alarins were
co'ntint'.ally afloat.
The cltlzens wliose homes stood'be¬

tween tlie llnes of the two opposlng
armles were dlvided ln politlcal sentl-
ment. A few remalned "Unlon" to the
core, ivhile tho greater majorlty were
heart and soul wlth the Confederacy.
Thls dlvlslon of sentiment filled the
hours. day nnd nlght, wlth a turmoll
of exoitement. Credence was glven to
tlie most improbable rumors, nnd uccu.
rate Informatlon wns at a declded dis-
count.
A report which upon the face of It

seemed to hear some dogree of proh-
abillty reached the ears of General
BIcCall nt Camp Picrpoint (Langley,
tlie riglit of tlie Federal llne) that a
conslderable body of Confederate env-
alry was between Dranesvllle and tho
Potomac, mcnnclng the Federal plckct
llne and greatly harasshig Union cltl¬
zens rcsidlng In that locallty. In fact,
It was known that two "loyal" citizens
had been arrested and had been sent
on to Rlchmond to enjoy tlie not overly
lnvi.h hospltallty of Llbby Prlson.
Stirred to actlon by thls rumor, on De¬
cember 19th General JlcCall issued an
order to General Ord, coinmander of the
Thlrd Brlgado of Pennsylvanla Reserves
(Slxth. Nlnth, Tenth and Twelfth Reg-
itnents), to proceed the next mornlng
at 6 o'clock with his brigade on the
Leesburg plke, In the dlrectlon of
Dranesvllle. Kane's famous "Bucktail"
rrglment, Easton's Battery (Battery A,
First Pennsylvanla Artlllery). and two
squndrons of the Flrst Pennsylvanla
Cavalry were dlrected to accompany
thls expeditlon.
Tho object of thls demonstratlon, as

Indlcated in McCall's order, was two-
fold."to drlve back the enemy's plck-
ets from thelr advanced posltlon" and
"to procure a supply of forage." Tho
lnt ter wns to bo procured, accordlng to
tho orders of the day, "at Gunnell's or
any other rank socosslonist's In the
nelghborhood." Tho band of maraud-
ers between Dranesvllle and the rlver
was not to be neg^ected.

Iov. inrtitM of thc Troops.
The First Brigade, commanded by

General Reynolds, was ordered to move
to Difflcult Run, a small stream that
crossed the road between Dranesvllle
and Langley, »o as to be In supportlng
dlstance should Ord need assistanco.
A touch of humor attache6 to McCall's
serious caution to Ord that )ie should
brlng hls troops back to camp beforo
nlghtfall wlthout fall. It was evi-
dently consldered dnngerous at this
perlod to leave small bodles of troops
out over nlght.
Pursuant to orders, tho expeditlon

started at 6 A. M., December _0t.li. The
day ivas cold, bright and clear. On the
march Ord learned that the Confed.rate
maraudera had decamped, but that
ther?. wns a respectable picket at
Dranesvllle. whlch might be captured.
Mbvtng forward cautlonsly he entered
Urancsvlllo about mldday. Uo waa
accompanled by hls cavalry and artll¬
lery.. the Infantry movlng up at some
distance in tlic rear. Upon Ord's ap-
proach tho Confederate cavalry picket
Btatlonad ln the vlllage fled and acat-
tered. but remalned ln the distance,
wutching tho movenients of the Fed¬
eral s.
Ord placed two guns of Easton's Bat¬

tery on tlie hill near tho church. Frorcthls point of vantago ho scannod th.
open country lying before him In thc
dlrectlon of Leesburg. Tho sourrylngof the Confederate plckets alongroad ln th,. distance nnd thelr returr
as for obs.rvatlon convlnced him thai
a conslderable body of the encmy wiu
near at luinil.
Nor was he rnistaken in this conjoc'ture. General Johnston hnd sent ouifrom. hls camp at Centrevllle nenrljnll thc wngons of hls army Into uppeiFalrfax and lower Loudoun to gnthoimuch needed supplles. The protectloiof this wagon traln was intrustod tiColonol J B, B. Stuart, who ti.terwu.d,Iminortiillzoii hlmself ns tho PrlnciRupert of tho South. As a guard fothe .vagons he had under his eoinmunifour regiments of Infantry.tho TentlAlabama, Slxth south Oardljna, ei0venth Virginia, First Kontucky; ob'battery or four guns, tho Sumter Flying.Artlllery, of Georgia. Captaln AS. Cutts, and about 150 cavalry.
Tho two .oml.atan.s, thus unexpectedly troiitlng one another, wore botseiy.ed wlth consternatlon. Ord i-amto the concluslon that the Confoileratforce In hls front liad been sent out tntercppt his retreat to camp und carture hls command, sttiurt, on thother hand. eould only Interprot thpresenco of auch a largo bodv of ih

enemy as an atteinpt of tho Fedora)to capture hls wiigons and forago.
He fully r.allzed t|,e d.ingcr of hlposition .s hl_ wagons were scfred about th., country guti-.o.ii.g )and corn, whlle the .nemv conjd eai.II

dlau-iy .,.i< M.-p.s to aVert th.Hue«. aMc.P. Theso nnicuutloniumeuHur-', broiiBht on the coll .|_.Wh Cll I. ,llSnlll_,| by tlie nn,,,,. 0f." ll! V Di-ftnaKylllP. After tn. batM'l'bVs ._",.. ""'V"1'" to -U_ victor;11 ts now ensily imdemtood ,* ip,. 0-«--H tlmt the i.Httio liatl saveii h|j con
.- miim and Stuart. felt that it had saveulull tlic w_.«on_. of Johii.ton'.. ormv ar

n. valtmble nwiounl ot mipplles. WnoH
uecotnpllslind whnt Im toneelved to tic
thc maln pnrposo of thu battle. which
o'ttrr nll, wai a mlaconceptloh on thc
pnrt of both, as Ord wns not ln pursull
of Stunrl's wngon train, and Stuart
!.nd no dcsigns ngalnst Ord's llno of
n. trcat.

Ord's Avllllerj.
Ord, lu enterlng thu v'llugi? nml pmc-

lng a sectlon of hls artlliory on the
church hill, hnd pfl./iscd the lunotlon
of the two roads on tho hlgher hill
somo 600 yrirds In hls rear. Thln oml-
ncnce, known as the Drano. Iltll, is
prt-emlncntiy the mllltary koy of tho
sltuntlon, ns It communds n." of tlio
siirroundlng country. -Stuart knew thi.
posltlon woll, und Inimedlately stnrted
tn galn It hy a elrcultou*) niiirch
through the woods nnmnd Ord's flnnk.
Sluart nftertvnrd stnted that, had ho
galned this polnt wlth hls four regi¬
mcnts, he co-ild hnve held the wholo
Icdernl urmy ln eheck,

Orii ftiirmisrd. nnd sttrmlsud correctly,
that the Confederates were movlng
nioundto hls rear in Ihe hofle Ot sjelst-
ing thls covoted posltlon. Ho nriino-
diutely ordero.l the srcOon ot artlllory.
whlch liud taken its posltlon nenr tho
church, to wlthdrnw, and, wlth- the
othor guns of jhe battery, lo Inko po¬
sltlon on the Drane Hill. neur tho Juno-
ticn of tho two roads.

Thls was dono wlth commendftble ex-
pcdition, tho guns went at a sweeplng
gallop to the top of the hill and took
a now posltlon betAvocn tho forks :if
the road wlth muzzles polntlng outb.
In thls dlrectlon thn ndvnnco of tlio
Confcdorntes was drlvlng ln the Fed-
-l-ul sklrmish llno. The Cchtrevlllo
Road onters tho Alexandria plko a
short distance from tho Junction of that
road wlth thc Washlngton plke. The
Confederate advanco was along thls
Centrcvllle Road, and Enaton's Battery
arrlved ln the nlck of tlmo to covor
this Important a'pproach. Ord's fore-
s-ight ancl promptness hnd secured for
hls troops nn 'cvermasterlng superlor-
ity of posltlon. Tbo Confederates, ow¬

ing to the length and many dlfflcultlos
of their clrcuitous march had falled to
reaeh tho crcst of the hill In advanoe
of ihe Federals. Finding the enemy in
secure possesslon of the coveted posl¬
tlon. Stuart placed his battery ln the
Centrevlllc Bond some flve or slx hun¬
dred yards dlstnnt from the Federal
artillery. Thls bntlory was placed bo¬
hlnd a slight swell of ground, tho.
muzzles of the guns Just clearlng thls
slight elevatlon. It camo Into actlon at
ence and poured a heavy flre Into tho
rnnks of the Fodcrals, but thls flre
dld litilo execution, being almod too
high.

Captaln Easton. in command of tho
Federa! battery, had no other talgct
than the rislng smoke, yot tralnlng I1I3
guns. on the point where he thought
tho opposlng battery ought to be. at
lhe thlrd flre he completely ellsablcd
the r.nemy's guns. One gun was put
out of actlon, a calsson was exploded
and many men nnd horses of tbe tiat-
tery were kllled, whlle many, more
were dangerously wounded. General
Stuart, ln hls report of the battle,
wrote: "overy shot of the enemy was

deallng destructlon on elther man,
limber or horse."
The two batterles thus engaged

marked the centres of their respecttve
llnes. The Tenth Pennsylvanla w.is

placed ln support of Easton's -sMtery,
and rendered effective itid In protectlng
the Federal left. The other four regl-
ments were placed ln advantageous
positions. Thc famous "Bucktall" Regl¬
ment held a posltlon around a brlck
house near Easton's Battery known as
the Thornton House. The "Bucktail"
sharpBhooters took posesslon of thia
building, and from every door ancl wln¬
dow poured a destructlve flro Into tho
innks of the Confederates. Lleutenant-
Colonel Kane, of this reglment. was a
brother of the noted Arctic explorer,
Dr. Ellsha Kane, and during this cn-

gagement was severely wounded.
The ground on elther sido of the

posltlon of the Confederate battery
wa3 covered wlth woods ancl denso
undergrowth.

Stutirt's Work.
Stuart placed two of hls regiments

on elther sldo of the Centrevillo road,
faclng north. Tho Slxth South Caro¬
llna and tho Flrst Kentucky wero to
the left and the Tenth Alabama and
the Eleventh Virglnia to the right of
the road. The South Carollna and the
Kentucky regiments, in movlng to
thelr assigned positions by different
routes, came into colllslon and through
mlstako poured a destructlve volley
Into each other.a mlstake that oc-

curred wlth tragic frcquency ln the
flrst battles of war.
When movlng forward to attack the

enemy, Stuart sent a few of his cav-
alrymen scurrylng about the country
to gather the wagons and hurry them
towards Centrevllle. The teamsters
needed no further Incentlve to actlon
than the startling Informatlon that
the enemy mlght swoop down upon
them at any moment. The fun grcw
fast and furlous. Wagons swept along
the roads from every dlrectlon, tho
loads of hay rocklng and swaylng over

the rougl) frozen ground whlle the alr
grew resonant wlth tho vehement crles
of tlie teamsters urgtng thelr horses to
thelr utmost speed. Resldents now

llving who wltnesscd the event, aver
that tlie drlvlng dono .that day by the
Confederate Jelius was a slght not to
be forgotten.

Whlle the teams wero headlng tu-
multuously for Centrevillo, the oppos.
Ing- leglons 011 Drane Hill were be*
comlng more hotly engagod.
Tho Nlnth Pennsylvanla, aa It came

Into posltlon on tho Federal rlght, was
confronted by troops partly concealccl
by the uuderbrush on thelr front ancl
rlght. To avold the fatal miatakc oi
ilring Into friends, an injudicioua mem¬
ber ot tlie Nlnth called out, "Aro yoi
tho 'nucktalls'?" "Yes, wo aro thc
'Bucktalls'," came the ready responsc
from tho brush. Almost Instantano*
ously wlth tho rcsponso camo a hot
vollod of niusketry. Tho troops uur*
mlsed to be "Bucktalln" by tho Penn-
sylvanlans wero "hred ln Old Kon*

t tucky," belng the llrst Confederate
reglment of that Stato. The confusior
caused by this blunder was soon al-
layod and tho Nlnth hold its grounc
untll tlio end ot the tlght.

Stuart, Hoeing IiIh battery partlally
lf not wholly, dlsablod by tho Federn
tlro, ordered tho Slxth South Carolliu
and tho Tenth Alabama to chargo for-

1 ward towards tho brlck houso held bj
the "Uucklalls." llo hopod by a vlgo-
roiis chnrgo upon tholr contro to dls-
lodge tho enemy from tholr strong po¬
sltlon. Those two bravo regiments ro-
sponded wlth nlacrlty, but tho torware
niovomont brought thom Into the opoi
Held where they bocame an easy tnrgo
for tho shurpsliootors ln tho Thorntoi
House, tho battery on tho hill, nnd th.
opposlng llnes of Infantry.
Thls doHtructlvti tlr© was too mucl

for tho Intropld Southeriicrs so tho;lotlred to tholr orlglnal posltlon noiii
the dlsablod battery

About thls tlmo a report reuehei
ls Stuart that n largo' forco was movlm,

011 tlie Washlngton plke tu Ord's as
slstaneo. Thlt* report was t'orroct, foi
General itcyuolds, wlth tho Flrst Brl
g.tde, had started for Pri.n6.vUle a
tbo sound of iho flrst llrlng.

Stuurt, boing outtiumberod and hart
presttt-d, und l-iiowlnn that hls wagoiv
wero now sul'ely beyond tho renoh o
tho enomy, dotermined to wlthdrnw
Thls ho dld wltliotit nny further loss
hls dlsablod gun bolng carrled off b;huntl. Tho onuiny -mado no sorlou'
nltempt ut purmiki, nnd Slunrt won

le inlo camp fc* tti. nlglit nt old Frylng
¦-*, tuiii Church, about .six or sovon mlin
1 from tlio lleltl of battlo. ll Is true thn

Mtunrt left thu Hold in possesslon nf Hi
id onoiuy, hut luid lie dolayod hls wlth

drawal untll tho arrlvttl of Ueynoldt
!(1
tdli

he would liiivii foiind hlttwol. i__n-
frohtt'C by at least 10,000 troops, niul
hls Bltuatlon would have been ixtreme-
I;.' lur/.nnltuiH. Ord uitil ll'iytiolds, gnthS
crlrig thelr deiul ind uounclcd, rettii'lied
to Camp Plei'pniit r.t nltrhl. On the
mornlng of the :i1..t, Sliittrt, rolntorced
by tho Nlnth Gourgli- nnd the Blgh-
ti cnth Vlrginla, roturnetl lo Drnnes-
Uio, but, ilndlng tbo FetU'.nls gone,

ite giithct'ud those of hls wounded and
fl__i.d thnt remnined und ri'turncd to
C 'ntfovlllij.
The. samo uticortnlnty thnt fcttaehcs

to tho statlstlcs of othor liuttles of tho
war confronts us when wc attempt to
suin up tho iiunibers ungagcd and the
killed artd wounded al I-rannHvllle.
Ord reported hls loss.as 7 klll.d. 01

wounded, and nonc mls.ltig: total, 6S.
Stuart reporti-d killed. 113 wound¬

ed, 8 mlsslng; total, 101.
The Fedcrul forces muiit havo num-

bcrert at IcUst 15.000: the Cntitederntes
between _,000 nnd -.500, Tho {iigag--
ment lastod about two hours. Tnc
colors of tho Federal roglment. hare
cngtiged wnr. taken to Wtnihlnglon.
und on eadh flag "nranesvlllo, Decem¬
ber 20, 18.1," wns palnted ln golden
letters.

WILLIAM S. HAMMGND.
Lexlngton, Va.

GEN. LEE ENIERS _

T
Commander-in-Chief Does Not
Want Bill Providing Pensions

for Confederate Veterans.

General Stephen D. Leo, commander-
In-chlef of the Unlted Confederate Vet¬
erans, wlll not glvo hls Indorsement
to any effort whlch may be mado to
secure pensions for tho men who
oepoused tho causo of the South In
the lato War Between tho States. It
is understood that Captaln Rlchmond
P. Hobson, who was recently elected
to succeed Hon. John H. Bankhcad as

Congresman from the Slxth Alabama
Dlstrict. wlU lntroduce a bill providing
for the Issuanco of pensions to survlv-
ing Confodorato veterans. and General
Lee has wrltten Cnptaln Hobson a

strong letter protesting against In-
troductlon of such a bill.' General Lee
has also wrltton Hon. John Sharp Wll¬
llams, the minorlty leader ln CongrcBs,
a letter In whlch he earnestly £equests
hlm to do all in his power to prevent
the Introductlon of the bill. In reply
to thls letter, General Lee ls ln re-

ceipt of a communicatlon from Mr.
Wllllams, In which that gentleman
states that he ls not In sympathy wlth
any measure which may have ns Its
object the penslonlng of Confederate
veterans by tho * Federal government,
and wlll make a strong effort to stop
In Its lnclplency any movement whlch
may be made ln that dlrectlon.
The full text of General Lee's letter

to Captaln Hobson follows:
"I have seen neivspaper notlces of

the fact that 5-011 propose to lntro-
duca a bill Into the Congress of the
Unlted States' to penslon Confederate
veterans who fought against the
Unlted States durlngthe Clvll War. I
cannot but thlnk you wlll make a mls-
take If you lntroduce such a bill, and
that it would place ln a false llght the
survivlng veterans of the Confederacy,
not only to the people of the Unlted
States, but also the people of our be-
loved Southland, and that such a bill
will compromise the honor and hlgh
sensc of personal lndependence of liv¬
lng Confederates. Whlle many Con-
fedcrato soldlers livlng are very poor,
and would no doubt be made more
comfortable did your bill become a law,
still nearly every Southern State Is
alding tho Confederate soldler and his
wldow wlth a penslon, and the camps
of Confederate, soldlers gonorally ln
the dlfferent localitles of the South,
I believo, are rellevlng to a great ex-
tent the needs of tho needy Confed¬
erates.
"As the commander of the Unlted

Confederate Veterana, although I have
not attempted any investtgatlon as to
tho sentlment of livlng Confederates,
I protest against the Introductlon of
such a bill, and lf for no other reason
than that lt wlll reopen the floodgates
of sectional strlfe and 'antagoniam, and
push aslde that splrlt of concillatton
and good will now prevalllng betwoen
the veterana of the Unlon and Confed¬
erate armlcs, and tho people of the
North and the South. I belleve that
any retarding of thls growlng splrlt
of good wlll wlll be to the detrlment
of our great nation.
"Knowlng you as I do. I believo such

actlon aa you propose camo out o"f the
very best heart poaslble, but I fear
your goodness of heart ls mlstaken
and mlsgulded.

"I trust, my dear slr, you wlll not
conslder what I have wrltten as in
any way unpleasant, but as wrltten
merely to protect the hlgh splrlt and
Independonce of the Confederate vet¬
erans livlng.".Columbus (Mlss.) Dls¬
patch.

Qu d Aiuenes ana /\nswers
Address "Query Edltor, Tlmos-Dlspatch, Richmond, Va." Slgm roal name.

Glvo, lf deslred, tlctltloua natno for publlcatlon. Persons tisltlng for poems, otc
should send stamp.

Sons of the Hcvolullon.
Will you tell mo whom to apply to

for informatlon about the "Sons of the
Hcvolution"? W. P. C.
Dr. It. A. Brock, Richmond, Va.

Meeting of tlie I.eglHluturc.
Pleaso glvo mo tho date of tho meet¬

ing of tlio Leglslature. R.
January tho 8th.

Au Author.
Will you inform me who wrote

"Solon Shlnglo"? M.II.
J. S. Jones.

Yulc College.
Pleaso tell mo why the sobriquet

"EU" Is attached to Yale Unlverslty.
G. H. T.

From tho namo of its foundor, Ellhu
Yalo.

Parllcs Iu the J_egl«lnturc.
May I ask that you state the Demo¬

cratlc majority ln tho next Loglalaturo?
C. M. W.

Sonate, 3-1 to 6. House, 87 to 18.

Pocin- Wnnted.
Thera is rociuest for Professor Wors-

ley's vorses to the Confederacy, and
"Slster nnd I." Wlll somo one be good
onougli to Bond oopy? :

Colna nnd Pntenti.,
Pleaso tell me tho values of half

cuglo of 1834 and 1835, ancl whother I
cnn legally make a patented artlcle cot
my own use, J* "* l*

About i6 each. You cannot.

Kllling Trcen.
Wlll you Inform me what mothod of

kllling trees Ib most sure to prevent
the puttlng up of Bprout?:^'0"1 A
roots? MISS V. _.

nolting is sald to be tho best mothod.

Julin J.w-pe-'» Sermon.
Can you inform me where I ma>; got

a uopy of the famoiiB sermon, xno
Sun Do Movo"? J. J,.. «'

.We are not our* that lt haa *y«i

beon prlnted. Thero is a "Ufe" of
Jasper whlch may contaln lt, but we
havo not thc book at hand. Will any
one Inform us?

Nntlonnl ilnukm.
Does not the national banklng act

vlrtually gunranteo depositors agalnst
loss? m. G.
The safeguards of the depositors are

very groat. It Is easy, howevor, to as-
sume clrcumstancos ln wlilch they
would lose.

'-
Garulsliec of Wnges.

lf tho hoad df a famlly make $60 a
month, and havo but $40 comlng to hlm
for a certaln month's work, can that
bo garnlshed? E. C.
We aro unable to llnd any declslon

oxactly ln polnt, but it ls almost cer¬
taln that It cannot.

IMiyMlcs.
From tho r^ar of a train golng a

mllo a minute a rlflo, tho ball-of whlch
wlll travel a mlle a mlnuto, ls lirod
ln a dlrectlon opposito to that of the
train. How far apaj-t wlll the train
and tho ball be at tho end of one
mlnuto? RICHARD.
Two mlle?.
Kxcoutlon of 'Women in Virglniu.
Please toll mo how many women

have beon hanged ln Virglnia. Also,
what bocnmo of the woman implloated
ln tho kllling of Mr. LincolnV

J. W. A.
We havo not beon able to find record

of any whlte woman oxecuted in Ihls
Stato. Mrs. Surratt was hanged ln
Washlngton.

_

Court Iinnguage.
Pleaso glve the date at which Frenct

wtis ubnndoned ns tho court language
ot England. Also, stato what language
lu the. court language of, Gormany
Swoden, Norway, Italy, Austrla, Swlt-
zerlund. Nethevlande. v G.
French. w__ »-ver tho court lan*

.¦a^a.w*--
No. 14(50.

Mr. Edltor,.In lettor No, 1417 to
Tho Tlmos-Dlspatch, slgned "G.," tho
wrlter says Jonathnn Glbson settled
In Essex county, Va.,'nnd married Mlss
Catlett. Hls son, Jonnthun Catlett,
flrst, mnrriod Mlss Langhornn; Jona¬
thnn Catlett, socond, married Susanna
Harrlson, and thelr son, Jnnnthnn Cat-
l.tt Glbson thlrd,' marrlod Mlss Ball,
and socond, Mary Shacklaford, daugh¬
ter of Judgu John Shackleford. of Cul-
pepor, Va. Tholr son .lonothan Cat¬
lett, fourth, married Mary George
Shackleford daughter of Judgo Honry
Shackleford of Culpeper, Va. He adds:
"Susanna Harrlson was, I thlnk, a
granddaughter of Hon. Benjamln Har¬
rlson, of Brandon."
Thls is a mlstake. Her antestry

was glven In tho Baitimore Sun last
sprlng, by a connectlon of tho famlly,
who has tho famlly records and nccoss
to tho bost llbrary ln tho Unlted Statos
on genealogy. Thls wrlter Ih per-
fectly famlliar wlth all the familles of
Virglnia of any conscquonce. The
wrltor says: "Thomns Harrlson (grand-
son ot Burr Harrlson, great-grandson
of Cuthbert Harrlson) married Ann
Grayson, and ,had (I) Thomits, (2) Wll¬
liam, (3) Burr, (4) Benjamln, (5) Mary,
(6) Ann married Gllliam; (71 Susanna,
married .lonothan Catlett Glbson. ancl
had Thomas Harrlson Glbson, Jonn-
than Catlett Glbson, Ann Grayson Glb¬
son, and others. Theso aro all named
by thelr grandfnther, Thomas Harrlson,
In hls wlll, whlch is recorded at Wnr-
renton, Va. C,
We had evory confldence that our

corrospondent "G." wns accorato ns to
hls statements glven, br olse they
would not have been publlshod.

No. 1461.
Powell.

Mr. Edltor:
Please permlt me to reply to ques¬tlon 1419 of two weoks ago, concern-

lng Colonel Loven Powell:
Henry Peyton (3), of Wostmoreland

county, Va., hnd only two sons, flrst,John Peyton, of "Stony Hill," West-
moroland county, Va. He was member
of thc Houso of Burgcsses. vestrymanof Overwhnrton and Dettingten parlsh
many years. (Seo Blshop Meade's Old
Churches.) John Peyton married Ann
May hls flrst wlfe; the second son of
Henry (3) was Colonel Valentlno Pey¬ton, member of House of Burgesses,Justice and vestryman of Overwharton
parish. He married Frances Harrlson,daughter of Captaln Thomas Harrlson
(n Burgess for four years), son of Burr
Harrlson. descendant of Slr Thomas
Harrlson Knight, Lord Mayor of York,Yorkshlre, England, 1575.
Colonel Valentlne Peyton and Frances

Harrlson had:
(1.) Robert. who married Ann Guffey.(2.) Francls, who married Fannle

Dade.
(3.) Colonel Henry, married flrst,Ann Thornton: second, Margaret Galla-

her, and was the ancestor of Mrs. Alex-
and^r Hugh Holmes Stewart. of Staun¬
ton, Va.; Mrs. Dr. Hunter McGuIre of
Blchmond, Va.; Mrs. B. T. W. Duke,and Mrs. Glbson, wlfe of Blshop Glb¬
son of Virglnia.

(4.) Craven Peyton, married A*nn
Harrlson, daughter of Burr Harrlson:born 1639.

(5.) Valentlne Peyton, married
Eleanor, the slxth child of Colonel
Valentlne Peyton and Frances Harrl¬
son, married Wllllnm Powell. of Ac-
comac county, Md.; they had threo chil¬
dren:

(1.) Willlam, had son. Willlam; Na-
thanlel, Lucas and Courtney.

(2.) Peyton Powell who married and
went to Alabama and was lleutenant
ln Kovolutlon.

(3.) Leven Powell, colonel In Revolu-
tlon; he married hls cousln, Sarah Har¬
rlson. daughter of Colonel Burr Har¬
rlson and hls wlfe Ann Barnes.
Colonel Leven Powell had:
(1.) Willlam, married Sarah Green.
(2.) Burr, married Cathorlne Brooke.
(3.) Deven, Jr. married Ellzabeth

Orr.
(4.) Cuthbert married Catherlne

Slmms.
(5) Alfred, married S idney Thruston.
(6.) Sarah, married Wllliam Chllton.
(7.) Harrlson.
(8.) Emlly, dled in chlldhood.
A blography of Colonol Leven Powell

has been publlshed by hls grandson,
Dr. Robert Conrad Powell. "L."

(No. 1462.)
Mayo.

Edltor Gencalogicnl Column:
Slr..Will you klndly answer thc fol¬

lowlng questions ln the Sunday col-
'umn of The Tlmes-Dispatch?

lst Dld the land for the town of
Richmond, which ..Colonel Wm. Mayo
surveyed for Colonel Wm. Byrd, be-
long to hlm (Colonel Mayo) or to Colo¬
nel Byrd?

2d. Who did Colonel Wm. Mayo mar-

GIBSON FAMILY
ry"! Also glve hls sons and grandsons,
respcctlvoly,

3d. I mn deslrotis of traclng ono
Jacob M/ij-ii, livlng somewhere In thu
sectlon of country botwoon Rlchmond
and Fluvanna county, Vn.

, ;B. J. M. W.
Andswerlng tho flrst:
No. most of the land on whlch Rlch¬

mond Is slluated belongcd orlglnally to
Colonel Wm. Byrd, though ho mayhavo glven somo of It to Colonol Mayofor hls servlces as surveyor,2d. Colonel /Wm. Mayo martftd Bllza-
beth Poythress, born In Prlnco Georgecounty, 17B-, and dled at Powhatan,the Mayo country seat below Rlch¬
mond, August 6, 1806, aged forty-soven.

Colonel Wllllam was son of MnjorWllllam Mayo, of the Colonlal armynnd surveyor ot Rlohmond. H«
hnd a son, Wllllam. Jr., and Col. John,of Chestorfleld, anri a daughter, Anne,who married Colonel Geo. Carrlngton;and a grandson Joseph, all of whomleft descendants.

See our artlole on Mayo famlly, Sep¬tember 22, 1907. Thero is no mentlon
of a Jacob Mayo.

(No. 1468.)
Floyd.

Edltor Genealoglcal Column:
Slr..In your artlclo on Floyd, No-1

vember 23d, you speak ot one of tbe
brothers golng to New Jersey. Mygreat-grandmother, Jane Floyd,- came
from Walos, and married Isaac Robln¬
son, of Gettysburg, Pa., whero and
when I do not know, but must hnve
been before 1790, Thelr famlly ls sald
to hnve been tho samo as the Floyds
of Vlrginla, from whom w«re two Gov-
ernors. Jf they are the same. pleaae
glve any Informatlon you have.
Roanoke, Va. N. G. F.
¦Wo do not trace famlltes out of the

Stato of Vlrginla. We judgo your

f-reat-grandmothor, descended from
tlchard Floyd, of Brecknockshlre.
Walos, who settled ln Long Island
about 16S4 and from whom most of
the New York and Pennsylvanla Floyds
are descended. The Vlrginla Floyds
were also from Wales, but they set¬
tled on the Eastern Shore of Vlrginla
much earller, the flrst belng Walter
Floyd, 1632, and wlth hlm ware John
Floyd, of James Rlver. 1681; Nathanlel
and others, some of whom moved both
North and South. See "Appleton's

guago of England. For somo tlmo after
tho Norman conquest, Norman Freneh
was the language of the law courts and
the palace speech of 'the attendanta
of the soverelgn. But Norman Freneh
was no more llke the modern Freneh
than Anglo-Saxon Ib llke the present
Engllsh. When one refers to Freneh
as tho "court language" h* Is P';e1y
to mean the speech employed In the
business and the ceremony of a klng's
court. In thls aense. Freneh may be
sald to have been the court language
of most of Europe two hundred years
ago. It is doubtful lf there la now a

country In Europe whlch would not
resent the suggestton that ita court
language was other than Its own na¬

tlve speech.

A Date.
Please tell me what day of the week

was February 6. 184*. B. H. O.
Tuesday.

An Author.
Wlll you lnform mo who waa the

author of 'The Slege of Damascus"?
N. B.

John Hughea. 1677-1720.

I.lghtnlnv Roda.
Wlll you lnform me whether lighl-

nlng roda are really a protectlon to
bulldlnga? MR& N. F". C.
Of'tho proper material, properly put

up and kept ln order, they certalniy

Amelle IUrea.
Please tell ihe where and when Amo-

IIo Rlvt-s waa born, and the names of
her father and grandfather. F. F.
Rlchmond. Va.. 1863. Col. Alfred

Landon Rlves. Hon. Wllllam Caboll
Rtves.

Slckles and Key.
Pleaae glve the date of the kllllng

of Key ln Washlngton. and state what
offlces Slckles and Key occupled at
the tlme. H. M.

Danlel E. Slckles was Congresaman
from New York. Philllp Barton Key
was Unlted States Attorney for the Dls¬
trict of Columbia. The kllllng oc¬

curred February 27. 1860. Slckles was

acquitted Aprll 6, 1860, after a trial of
twenty days.

ThanksKlvlng Bay.
Can the Governor of a State dcclare

a Thanksglving Day hollday without
tho consent of tho Stato Leglslature?

F. W.
Whether ho can or not, ho does It

constantly. Tho practice, beginnlng In
Massachusetts in 1621, ls far older than
the States, and It Is .one whlch, so far
as wo know, no Leglslature haa ever

dreamed of Intorferlng wlth.

TUe Sbade of the Treea.
Wlth thanks to the sender. we glve

below Mrs. Pr'eston's poem, lately asked
for:

THE SHADE OF THE TREES.
What are the thoughts that are stlr-

rlng hla breast?
What ls the mystlcal vlsion he soes?

."Let us pass ovor the rlver and rest
Under the shade of the trees."

Has ho grown slck of hls toils and hls
t.i-K Rt. ?

Slghs the' worn splrlt for respite or
ease?

Is It a moment'8 eool halt that he aslis
Under tha shade of the trees?

Is lt the gurgle of waters whosa flow
Ofttlme has como to hlm. borne on

the breeze,
Memory Usteps to, tapslng so low,
Under tho shade of the trees?

Nay.though the raap of the flesh was
so sore, _,"'"'¦'.

Faith that had yoarnlngs far Kooner
than these.

Saw the soft aheon of the thltl.ei'ward
shore, '-,

Under the shade of the trees;.

Caught the hlgh psalms of ecstatio de-
llght,.*

Heard the harps harplng, llko sound-
ings of seas,.

Watohod carth 8 aasolled ones walklng
»In white

...

Under the shade of the trees?

Oh! was It strange ho should plne for
relcase,

Touohed to the bouI wlth such trans-
pot'ts as these,.

He who so neoded tho balsam of peaco.
Undor the Bhade of the trees.

Yea, It was noblest for hlm.It was
bost . ., ,(Qucstlonlng naught of our Father s
decroes)

There to pass over the rlver and rest
Undor tho- shade of the trees!

.By Mnrgaret J, Preston.

Moru WIIU a Onul.
Please toll me what Is meant by say-

Ing that one was "born with a caul."
MISS G.

The caul ls a thln membrane found
enoompasslng .the head of some chll.
,dren at Urtb. Jt *»* rcgB-rded to be-

Blogrnphy" aud "Virglnia and Vlrgln.lans," whlch glve much of the famlly.
(No. 14 64.)
flnlrntn-t.

Sdltor Gonenlogleal Column:
Slr,.-Klnrily glve thc followlng ln.

formation: Cnn a diroct descendant o|
George Halrston and Ellzabeth Perklnj
Joln tho Colonial Dames, und to whoitf
would they havo to wrlto to, to gol
full Informatlon rogardlng tho nccoa.
sary pnpers. C. R. M.
Wonondu, Va.
Tliere wero Samnol ancl Robert Halr.

ston In tho colonial mllltla for Bed<
ford county, 1.758, as nnslgns, and An.
drotv Halrston, prlvate, lu tho sam<
company, If tho above, George Halr¬
ston' can trace dlrodt from elther ord*
of tnese, hls descendants are ontltled
to entrance to tho Colonial Dames So-
cloty. Wrlte to the secretary of th«
soclety In Richmond, or to the local
chapter ln Plttsylvanla county. Va.,who wlll send tho necessary papers to*
fllllng.

(No. 1466.)
Price.

Edltor Oenealoglcal Column:
Slr,.Can you tell mo anything of thn

ancestry of Joslah Price, of Lancas-
ter, 8. C, who was the father of Dr.
Willlam Slmpson Price, born 1806, and
whose own father is thought to havo
como from Virginia, and to have also
been named Joslah, nnd to havo mar¬
ried a Mlss Whlte? Dr. Prlco married
Patsey Maclln Saundcrs Dossoy, daugh¬
ter of Rev, Willlam Dossey, and hls
wlfe, Mary Ellzabeth Bryan Outlaw,
daughter of Hon. Goorge Outlaw, M.
C, of Bertle county, N. C, who dled
tn 1825. They were married ln 1809.

W. W. A.
Houston, Toxas.
Wo havo had thls questlon before,nnd gave the best answer wo could ln

Issue of Deeember 8th.Nos, 1145 nnd
1416.

No. 1459.
Snow.

Mr. Edltor,.Will you please publlaHsomethlng on tho Snow famlly? Tba
ancestry deslred ls that of Thomas
Snow, of Grayson county, who mar¬
ried Mrs. Ellzabeth Burrus, or Burrlss,
nee Halo. They rernoved to Tennessei
after 1800. Is there any record oi
Thomas Snow's Revolutlonary service 1

_READER.
token good fortune to lhe child and,
lnter. to bring good luck to any owner,
Especially was lt conslderod effectlvo
In avertlng shlpwreck. ancl advertlso-
ments ofTerlng one for sale wero likely
to bo addressed to marlners. Numbers
of these advcrtlscments may be found
In the European papcrs.

Varlatlon of the t'niiipnss.
Wlll you tell me what caused tho

varlatlon of the compass during tho
voyago ot Coluxnbus to Amerlca?

** W.
If there wero any beyond the usunl

decllnatlon to the magnetic north, it
must havo been due to the preaence of
metal aboard too close to the lnstru-
ment.

A Llttle Essajr on Natnea.
Our nelghbors across the llno havo

aometlmes objected theoretlcnlly to th.
a.sumption of the name "Amerlcan"
by the people of the Unlted States.
"We, too. live in Amerlca, and are ag
much Amerlcan as the ^nhabitants of
the southern half of the contlnent."
True enough. Yet their own practlco
furnishcB tho eomplete answer. Tha
people of thls country are callcd Amerl-
cans because they are the chlef natlon
of tho weatern hemlsphore for one
thlng, and because there ls no other
flttlng subatltute for that namjj. Even
our northern nelghbors could not school
themselveo to call us "Unlted States-
ers." "Amerlcans" they and the world
call us, and Amerlcans we wlll always
be. There ls no mtsunderstandlng In
nny forelgn capital when one asks to bo
dlrected to the Amerlcan cmbassy.
Our friends ln tho Domlnlon should

be glad that thelr country has so eupho-
nious and convenient a name as Cana-
da, whlch Is the home of the "Cana-
dlans," of course. The dwellcrs ln cer¬
taln States of our Unlon have occnslon
to lament somotlmcs that their Com-
monwealths aro not more happily
named. What Is a cltlzen of Idaho to
call hlmself. for example? A Ver-
monter Is all rlght, but how about tho
poor Massachusettser, or Connectlcuter,
or WIsconstner? The Georglans. Ken-
tucklans, Texans, Callfornlans, aro well
provlded wlth smooth-soundlng ap-
pellatlons; but, alas! for the Michigan-
ders. Must tho women of that Stato
be styled "Mlchlgooses" by the Btrlct
constructlonlsts? The peoplo of Utah
are sald to be wllling to be called
"Utahns." If they don't mlnd that ono

mlght call them any nnmes ono pleascs
wlthout offense. As well address a
cltlzen of Malne as a "Mantac," we
should say, as a resident of Utah aa
a "Utahn.".Buffalo Commerclal.

Bcnched Blnckfisli.
Seven blackflsh, a smallor specles of

whalo, were found dead on the beach
near Tarpon Sprlngs ono day week be¬
fore last. Each flsh lay wlth Its nosa
on tho beach and Its tall. pointed
stralght out to sea. An old whaler
who haa soen as many as 300 of these
flsh thus beached in tho South Pa¬
ciflc explalns that lhe blacktlsh take..
pleasure ln Jumplng stralght out of the
sea untll lt seems to stand on Ita
tall, then falllng ln such a manner
as to falrly churn the water. If ln
thus falllng one of them touches bot¬
tom wlth hls tall he tnkes fright and
rushes off in tho dlrectlon he may
happen to be headed, and the rest
rush after hlm in a panlc. If that
dlrectlon happens to be landward they
wlll run up so far on tho beach that
tlfey cannot get Back and wlll dle
there..St. Petersburg Independont,

Abyssluinn .Ilulstry.
The docree of the Empe-or Menellk

announcing tho constructlon of a cab-
Inet on European llnes ls as follows:
"The Won of Judah has prevailed.
"Salutatlon bo to you.
"lt ls somo tlme slnce we thought

of lntroduclng, a European system to
our country. You havo always Indl-
cated (thls), and sald lt would be good
lf we, too, would adopt some of tha
European systems.

"I have now taken stops to appoint
a ministry, and lf lt Is the wlll of
God I will eomplete it, I Inform you
tliat I hnve nppolntod the followlng
persons: Affa Nogus Naslbu, Flaturarl
Habta Glorgis, Privy Seal Gabra So*
lassl, BeJIrond Mulugata, LIkamaquas
Katama, Nagadrna Halla Glorgls, Kan-
tlba Walda Sadlk.".Eondon Standard.

Ainerlcun Flour nml Oleo'ln the I.evnut
A New York oxporting houso wrltes

to the Bureau of Manufactures that It
has been successful ln maklng salea
of Amerlcan flour to Belritt ana Salon
|kl, but that on account of tho Incroaso
ln tho prlce of wheat lt has not boen
posalhle to flll many of the orders from
Turkey. ln the oleo oll trado tho same
concern expcrlonces many dllflcultlea
ln the Levant, because goods shipped
by Amerlcan fnctorlea on orders seoured
through -ampios furnished are of aa
interior grade,-


